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This year the 4th graders have been meeting as a grade level to talk about the importance of community. We 

began with a focus on the Butler School community and then moved broader with a focus on various 

community organizations and how they support our town. We fostered a connection with the Beech Street 

Senior Center and the Belmont Food Pantry, with employees of these organizations coming to speak with the 

students. Finally, the students participated in activities to further their understanding of the importance of 

these organizations to our Belmont community. 

 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Jess Eisner* Butler School Psychologist 

Kristin Romig Butler/Burbank Guidance Counselor 
 
PLT SMART Goal  

 

Fourth Grade Students at Butler will learn about the meaning and importance of community and community 

outreach.   Students will learn about three specific organizations in their community and will participate in 

activities to connect with these organizations. 

 
Key Actions 

 

1. We used Gr 4 GLMs to discuss the importance of and different aspects of community.   

2.  Together with the 4th grade teachers, we  investigate different organizations within the community and 

selected two possibilities to be the focus for the year.  We chose the Belmont Food Pantry and the Beech 

Street Senior Center. 

3. We contacted the two organizations/departments and determine how the students can become more 

educated about the role of the organizations. We had visitors from each organization. 

4. We found a way for 4th graders to become involved in each organization. The 4th graders helped to 

advertize the Letter Carrier Food Drive on May 9th. They made announcements to educate the school about 

the Food Pantry. 

5. We organized a field trip to the Beech St Center. Students received a tour and got to interview a senior 

about the center and their life in Belmont in general. 

 
 
 



 
Findings  

 

Through this project, we learned that the students knew some about the various organizations, but had some 
misconceptions. They learned a great deal from the visitors and were excited to hear about the impact that 
these organizations have on the community. When we revisited their knowledge about each organization at 
the end of the year their new learning was evident (most of the students originally thought seniors lived at 
the senior center!). The field trip to the senior center was a great success. Not only did it bring to life the 
concepts that we had been discussing all year, but the students had fun and saw this building that is in the 
middle of their home community in a new light. The children were excited to share what they had learned 
about the seniors in their community with each other. Some of the seniors that we met at the center 
expressed an interest in volunteering at the school, which brought our theme of community connectedness 
full circle.  
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

We would like to continue the lessons about community connectedness this year as we thought it was a 

successful experience for the students. Below are some ways we could continue to foster a sense of 

community within the Butler school and the larger Belmont community.  

 Involving our 4th grade students in our Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) Initiatives.  

 Having students help to plan and organize school spirit days.  

 4th Graders make school wide announcements about 3R behavior and possibly recognize 

younger students for good behavior. 

 Repeat the lessons from this school year and add invite other organizations to meet with 4th 

graders (i.e. Belmont Public Library, Mass Audubon Society, Lions Club, Belmont Media 

Center). 

 

 


